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methods. As a matter of fact Gandhiji considers civil resistance
a constitutional right,3
Satyagraha, specially its two principal offshoots, non-co-
operation and civil disobedience, should not be confosed with
the passive resistance movement in England in the beginning
of this century. In South Africa Gandhiji himself used the term
passive resistance in the sense of satyagraha. The seventeenth
chapter of Hind Swaraj which is entitled "Passive Resistance" is
really a description of satyagraha. But even in 1908 he was con-
scious that "passive resistance" was a more popular though less
accurate description of satyagraha than soul-force or love-force.4
Later he drew a clear distinction between these two terms.
Both satyagraha and passive resistance are methods of
meeting aggression, settling conflicts and bringing about social
and political changes. However, the two differ fundamentally.
The difference between the two is due to the fact that passive
resistance5 as practised, for example, by suffragettes and non-
conformists in England and by Germans in the Ruhr against
the French, is a political weapon of expediency, while satya-
graha is a moral weapon based on the superiority of soul-force
over physical force. Passive resistance is the weapon of the
weak; while satyagraha can be practised only by the bravest
who have the courage of dying without killing. In passive re-
sistance the aim is to embarrass the opponent into submission;
in satyagraha, to wean him from error by love and patient
suffering. In passive resistance there is hardly any place for
love for the opponent; in satyagraha there is no room for hatred,
ill-will and the like. Thus "satyagraha is dynamic, passive
resistance is static. Passive resistance acts negatively and suffers
reluctantly and infructuously; satyagraha acts positively and
suffers with cheerfulness because from love and makes the
sufferings fruitful."6 Though always distinguished from and
generally avoiding violence which is not open to the weak,
3 See Gh. X infra.
4 Hind Swaraj, p. 65.
5 Passive resistance and non-resistance are generally interchangeably
used. According to C. M. Case, however, non-resistance is essentially an
attitude of submission and of passive suffering, while passive resistance
is a more active even aggressive attitude. G. M. Case, Non-violent Coercion,
p. 51.
6 Mahadev Desai in a note in Harijan, June 25, 1938, p. 164.